This contribution falls within the frame of the initiative "Italian Loci Classici Census" (Domina et al., 2012; Peruzzi et al., 2015) , aimed at locating the original material of vascular plants described from Italy (e.g., Domina and Mazzola, 2011; Domina et al., 2013 Domina et al., , 2016 Iamonico and Domina, 2015) .
Materials and methods
In order to obtain reliable size intervals for a botanical criterion that discriminates C. siculum from other morphologically similar species, morphological measurements (length of calyx, length of pedicel, and length of fruit) were made on 35 samples of C. siculum with an electronic caliper (accuracy: 0.01 mm). The specimens stocked in the MARS, AIX, NICE, TLON, and Museum of Natural History herbaria were collected from all the distribution areas of the species between 1845 and 1995. We used morphological values available in the literature to compare these measurements to those of other close species (Castroviejo, 1990; Pignatti, 1982; Komarov and Shishkin, 1936) .
For the lectotypification, we checked the herbarium of the first taxonomical authors (G. Gussone and C. Durieu de Maisonneuve) to find the types (if they exist). We were helped by a local curator. We also examined the type sheets in BOLO, FI, MPU, NAP, PAL, and K. (Figure 1 ).
Results and discussion

Lectotypification
Three specimens are housed in NAP where the Gussone herbarium is kept. All three bear labels with Gussone's handwriting. Two of these were collected in Terranova and one in Comiso alla Berdia; none of them are dated. A specimen collected by Gussone in Terranova is housed in FI. It was sent by Da Pasquale from NAP to the Herbarium Centrale Italicum in 1866. Another specimen from Comiso alla Berdia was sent by Gussone to Bertoloni in 1841 and is now housed in BOLO. Clearly, the specimens in FI and in BOLO are single individuals extrapolated from the specimens in NAP. A specimen by Gussone from Sicily from 1833 is housed in K (K000723546, Photo!).
Despite the fact that the specimens in NAP do not bear dates, in line with what has been stated by Domina and Mazzola (2009) , bearing Gussone's notes on the plant morphology is considered, without a doubt, to indicate original material from which a lectotype can be designated.
In order to respect the author's original intent, the specimen selected here is the most complete one that fits the original description.
On the basis of the study of the original material it is possible to confirm the following heterotypic synonyms of C. siculum:
Cerastium densiflorum Guss., Fl. Sic. Prodr. Suppl. Despite the fact that the specimen from Chiraromonte in NAP does not bear dates, according to Domina and Mazzola (2009) These two taxa fall within the variability of Cerastium siculum. C. densiflorum has been described in the same publication as C. siculum, but taking into account the generalized use of the name C. siculum in the Mediterranean floras and the limited use of the name C. densiflorum, due to the poor knowledge of this taxon, for nomenclatural stability C. siculum is to be considered as the accepted name. C. aggregatum refers to the same taxon and was published 8 years after Gussone's name.
Description of Cerastium siculum based on the original material
Annual herb, erect, up to 12 cm tall, pale green at first, becoming golden yellow. Stems with glandular and eglandular hairs in same proportion. Leaves 3-15 × 2-7 mm, hairy, obtuse or acute; basal oblanceolate; cauline ovate-lanceolate to broadly elliptic. Inflorescence with a dense condensate dichasium; flowers terminal, tetramer or pentamer. All bracts herbaceous. Pedicels 2.5-5.5 mm long, erect, shorter than sepals, but first one equal to or longer than sepals. Sepals 4-7 mm long, with eglandular and few glandular hairs, oblong or oblong-lanceolate, acute and scarious; hairs not exceeding apex. Petals white, bifid, shorter than sepals. Capsule 5.5-9.5 mm long, pale yellow, conical-cylindrical, very prominent, dehiscing by 8(-10) apical revolute marginated teeth; diameter < 1 mm under teeth. Seeds 0.4-0.5 mm long, pale brown, rounded-reniform, and finely tuberculate (ca. 0.02 mm).
Morphological comparison
Cerastium siculum has often been confused with C. semidecandrum, which has refracted pedicels and scarious bracts; with C. pumilum, which has scarious bracts for the upper one and pedicels longer than sepals; with C. glomeratum, which has apex of sepals exceeded by eglandular hairs and pedicels shorter than sepals; and with C. diffusum, which has tetramer flower and pedicels longer than sepals (Table) .
